
Merced High School 
2017-2018 Student Handbook 

 
 

 
 

Merced High School 
205 West Olive Avenue 

Merced, CA 95344 
(209) 325-1000 

 
Principal 

Kurt Kollman 
 

Associate Principals 
Jannette McAuley – Teaching & Learning 

Abraham Olivares - Guidance 
Shane Smith – Student Support (10/12) 

Christopher Tufts – Student Support (9/11) 



 2 

 

 
Welcome to Bear Country! 

 
GO BEARS! 

 

 
Dear Student, 
 
Welcome to Merced High School, home of the Bears, where our mission is: To equip all students with 
the academic, vocational, and social skills necessary to succeed in a dynamic society. 
 
This mission is a collaborative effort of staff, students, parents, and the community working together 
to develop a positive and productive learning community that supports students' progress toward 
successful academic and social transition to college and/or career readiness. 
 
Merced High provides students with a balanced educational program including relevant and rigorous 
academic course offerings; a diverse range of elective classes; and connections to school through 
well-established music, Ag, and athletic programs and clubs. 
 
The Merced High staff understands the rich tradition that makes Merced High School the "Home of 
Scholars and Champions." We are personally and professionally invested in leading future 
generations of MHS alumni to keep the Bear Country legacy alive and well. 
 
Have a wonderful 2017-2018 school year, and Go Bears! 
 
Mr. Kurt Kollman 
MHS Principal 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXPECTED SCHOOL-WIDE LEARNING RESULTS 
 

All students at Merced High School will become… 
 

 Effective Communicators who will: 
• Read, write, speak and listen proficiently and critically 
• Express themselves through a variety of media, which may include art, music, dance, theater, world 

language, and public speaking 
• Acquire and evaluate data, organize and maintain information, and use technology to process 

information 
 

 Problem Solvers and Critical Thinkers who will: 
• Independently identify problems, find solutions and evaluate consequences 
• Evaluate academic standing to ensure educational progress 
• Access and apply technology to solve problems and make decisions 

 
 Productive citizens and Socially Skilled Individuals who will: 
• Contribute time, energy, and talents to improve their school, community, and world 
• Develop and evaluate a personal career plan 
• Practice positive employee qualities to support entry into a career field 
• Show respect for the needs, opinions, and property of others 
• Demonstrate the ability to work cooperatively with the people of diverse beliefs, values and cultures 
• Make choices that support healthy lifestyle 
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Merced Union High School District-wide Policies 

Guidance Services 
 
The team concept in guidance means that counselors, 
guidance staff, teachers, administrators and parents 
work together to meet the needs of students. The goal 
of the guidance team is to help students develop and 
work toward their educational, personal, and career 
goals. 
 
The following are the guidance services for the Merced 
Union High School District. 
 
Guidance personnel shall: 
• Counsel students regarding educational progress. 
• Make scheduling and program adjustments as 

warranted. 
• Serve students with special needs. 
• Be available for limited personal and social 

counseling. 
• Assist with various achievement testing. Interpret 

assessment results to students, parents, and staff. 
• Arrange parent/student/teacher conferences as 

requested and/or as needed. 
• Be available for consultation with staff. 
• Arrange Student Study Teams (SST) for students 

and determine need for special education 
consideration. 

• Identify at-risk students and facilitate effective 
academic and behavioral response to intervention 
services. 

• Provide referrals to district and community 
resources. 

• Recommend in-service for staff and parents on 
identifying students with drug and/or personal 
problems. 

• Provide information about colleges, vocational 
schools, and career opportunities.  Encourage 
students to explore and refine career goals. 

• Update a personalized six-year educational plan 
with students. 

• Evaluate each student’s progress toward 
graduation. Send written notice and schedule 
conferences with parents and students regarding 
graduation deficiencies. 

• Register new and continuing students. 
• Be available informally to students and staff. 
• Support students and their families in the areas of 

discipline and attendance. 
 
Guidance personnel shall provide the following 
services for students at each grade level indicated: 
 
Ninth Grade 
• Develop a 6-year educational plan utilizing prior 

academic results and other data provided by feeder 
schools    

• Provide academic and behavioral interventions as 
needed 

Tenth Grade 
• Continue to develop 6 year educational/careers 

plan 
• Conduct academic, social, and personal growth 

project and interview 
• Develop knowledge of A-G college admission 

requirements 
Eleventh Grade 

• Provide information regarding college admission 
and testing requirements 

• Conduct career research activities and interviews 
Twelfth Grade 
• Assist with high school goals interview project 
• Review progress toward graduation requirements 

and college admission requirements 
• Provide all seniors and their parents with a 

graduation status report 
• Assist students with college and vocational, 

scholarships, and financial aid applications 
 
Program Changes 
 
Students and parents should work with school 
personnel and make a special effort to select a 
program of classes carefully so that a minimum 
number of schedule changes will be required following 
their initial selection.  Program changes may be 
initiated by school personnel based upon students' 
academic and/or behavioral need.   Students may 
only request schedule changes during the first 2 
weeks of school and only under the following 
circumstances: 
 
• There will be an attempt to correct program errors 

and improper placement within the first 3 weeks 
• Students presenting a valid need to change their 

program by dropping one course and adding 
another will be allowed to on a space available 
basis.  A “Request for Change of Program” will 
not be honored unless an irresolvable conflict or 
personal issue persists after efforts at resolution 
have failed. 

• Students who withdraw or are dropped from 
classes after the 30th school day will not be allowed 
to enroll in another class for credit. 

• Second semester course changes are granted on a 
space available basis.  Requests for change of 
program for the second semester should be 
completed and turned in to the Counseling Office 
during the last three weeks of the first semester. 

 
Grade Reporting Calendar 
 
Listed below is the Grade Report Calendar for the 
2017-2018 school year. Report cards will be mailed 
home one to two weeks following the end of the first 
semester, 3rd quarter, and the end of the semester.  
Current grades are available on-line. 
 
 Oct. 13,  2017 End of 1st Quarter 
 Dec  20, 2017 End of 1st Semester 
 Mar. 16, 2018 End of 3rd Quarter 
 June 7,  2018 End of 2nd Semester 
 
Holidays/Recesses 
September 4 Labor Day 
November 10 Veteran’s Day  
November 20 - 24 Thanksgiving Break 
December 21 - January 8 Winter Recess 
January 15 M.L. King Jr. Day 
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February 12 - 16   Presidents’ Recess 
March 30 - April 6 Spring Recess 
May 28 Memorial Day 
 

District Safety Measures 
 
Student Procedures for Reporting Concerns 
Students who need to report a problem with a student, 
teacher, school issue or who have information 
regarding a potential problem may ask to see a 
counselor, associate principal or school resource 
officer. If the problem is urgent and the student feels 
threatened, harassed or intimidated, students are 
encouraged to reach out for assistance from any staff 
member. An investigation of the problem will be 
conducted and all efforts will be made to achieve a 
resolution.  
 
Students and/or parents may also use the school's 
automated tip-line to report concerns and 
communicate with trusted staff members.  In 
addition, tips can be sent to school administration 
via anonymous text message by dialing TIP411 
(847411) and including the school's "keyword" in 
the text message. Keywords will to be made 
available to all students at the beginning of each 
school year.  
 
Search and Seizure 
As necessary to protect the health, safety and welfare 
of students and staff, school officials may search 
students, their property and/or district property under 
their control, and may seize illegal, unsafe and 
prohibited items. No student shall possess, place, 
keep or maintain any article or material that is 
prohibited by law or District Policy in lockers, vehicles, 
desks, bags, or other items assigned to them or under 
their control while on District property or at a District 
sponsored event. The Board believes that the 
presence of weapons in the schools threatens the 
district’s ability to provide the safe and orderly learning 
environment to which district students and staff are 
entitled and has taken measures to prevent such from 
occurring. 
 
School Lockers 
Lockers are available to students for storage of their 
books and personal property. These lockers are 
school property provided to students as a convenience 
only and may be searched periodically for disciplinary, 
health or safety reasons. Any items contained in a 
locker shall be considered to be the property of the 
student(s) to whom the locker was assigned. The 
school cannot guarantee the safety of the items and 
assumes no responsibility for the theft of or damage to 
items stored in these lockers. Students may not 
decorate or paint lockers and may be held liable for 
damages which occur from such. Students may not 
put an additional/personal lock on their locker or the 
lock may be removed by school officials. 
 
Metal Detectors 
In order to deter the presence of weapons and 
promote safety of all students, staff and visitors, the 

Merced Union High School District may maintain and 
use walkthrough metal detectors and hand-held 
detectors for utilization in schools and at school 
activities as outlined in the District Policy. 
 
Contraband Canines 
The district may also utilize the service of non-
aggressive trained detection canines to sniff out and 
alert to the presence of those substances prohibited by 
law or District policy. 
 
Automobiles 
Any automobile entering district property is subject to 
search, with or without cause, and without the consent 
of the student by school officials or police officers.  
 
Surveillance Cameras 
Cameras will be used to gather evidence with the hope 
that the utilization of these types of evidence detection 
devices may reduce the risk of improper behavior 
within a school zone and/or the transporting of 
something harmful inside the school zone. The 
presence of dangerous items such as weapons and 
drugs inside our school zone may be reduced and the 
cameras may serve as a possible deterrent to student 
misbehavior including fights. 
 
Use of Tobacco Products 
Students shall not use or possess tobacco products 
during school hours or at school related activities. 
School officials will enforce this policy for any 
infractions on or adjacent to campus or at activities off 
campus.  Students in possession of tobacco products 
are subject to being cited under Section 308 of the 
Penal Code. 
 
Medication 
Students needing to take prescribed and/or over-the-
counter medication during the school day are required 
to register their medication in the Health Office.  
Trained school personnel will assist with the 
dispensing of such medication as necessary.  The 
following are required before assistance is given: 
1)  A written statement from the student's physician 
detailing the method, amount, and time schedule for 
the taking of the medication 
2) A written statement from the student's 
parent/guardian requesting the school to assist the 
student in taking the prescribed medication (EC 
Section 49423) 
3) Medication needs to be in its original container 
Students may not carry medication on campus 
EXCEPT Epi-Pen, Rescue Inhalers and Glucagon (EC 
Section 48900) 
 
Travel Policy 
Members of an activity must go and return in school-
provided transportation. The only exception is if a 
parent or guardian requests permission in writing to 
the school principal prior to the day of the 
event/activity. The principal and /or designee must 
approve the request and inform the coach/advisor that 
the student is to be released to the parent or guardian. 
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It is the responsibility of the coach/advisor to release 
the student to the parent. 
 
Services to Students In Transition 
The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) and the 
McKinney-Vento Act of 2015 ensure educational rights 
and protections for children experiencing 
homelessness.  Students are guaranteed 
enrollment in school by the federal law, McKinney-
Vento Act, if they live: 
 

• Doubled-up with another family or individual 
because of financial issues or loss of housing 

• In a shelter or transitional housing 
• In a motel, hotel, or weekly rate housing 
• In an abandoned building, in a car, campground, or 

on the street 
• In substandard housing (without electricity, gas, 

water or heat) 
• Unaccompanied Youth 
• Migrant students qualify if they are living in 

circumstances described above 
 

Under the McKinney-Vento Act, children and youth 
in homeless situations have the right to: 
 

• Go to school, no matter where they live or how long 
they have lived there 

• Attend either the local school or the school of origin 
(based on the best interest of the child) 

• Receive transportation assistance to and from 
school of origin 

• Enroll in school immediately, even if missing 
records, without parent or legal guardian present 
(Unaccompanied youth), or lack a permanent 
address 

• Have access to the same program and services 
that are available to all other students 

• Automatically qualify for free school breakfast and 
lunch 

• Receive assistance from the Homeless Liaison in 
regards to enrollment disputes 

 

If you have questions or believe you qualify please 
contact the Child and Youth Liaison  
Niza Crispen-Hernandez at (209) 325-2113 or  
ncrispen-hernandez@muhsd.org 
 

Behavior Guidelines and Discipline 
 
General School Rules 
The Governing Board desires to provide a safe, 
supportive, and positive school environment conducive 
to student learning and prepare students for 
responsible citizenship by fostering self-discipline and 
personal responsibility.  The Board believes that high 
expectations for student behavior, use of effective 
school and classroom management strategies, and 
parent involvement can minimize the need for 
discipline. Staff shall use preventative measures and 
positive conflict resolution techniques whenever 
possible.  Disciplinary measures that may result in loss 
of instructional time or cause students to disengage 
from school, such as suspension and expulsion, shall 
be imposed only when required by law and when other 

means of correction have failed (Education Code 
48900.5) 
 
Definitions 
 
A. Home suspension from school means removal of 

a student from ongoing instruction for adjustment 
purposes.  

B. Expulsion means removal of a student from the 
immediate supervision and control, or the general 
supervision, of school personnel. (Education 
Code 48925) 

C. Day means a calendar day unless otherwise 
specifically provided. (Education Code 48925) 

D. School day means a day upon which the schools 
of the district are in session or weekdays during 
the summer recess. (Education Code 48925) 

E. Student includes a student's parent/guardian or 
legal counsel. (Education Code 48925) 

F. Principal's designee means one or more 
administrators or, if there is not a second 
administrator at one school site, a certificated 
person specifically designated by the principal, in 
writing, to assist with disciplinary procedures. The 
names of such persons shall be on file in the 
principal's office. (Education Code 48911) 

G. School property includes, but is not limited to; 
books, computers, equipment, lockers, facilities, 
electronic files and databases. (Education Code 
48900(s)) 

H. Other means of correction may include, but not 
be limited to; Warning, Counseling, Benching, 
Detention, Class Suspension, Friday/Saturday 
School, Work Detail, Community Service, 
Conference, Tutorial, or other intervention-related 
teams, Participation in a Restorative Justice 
Programs through Site Intervention Centers, 
Understanding Drugs and Alcohol (UDA), 
Creating Opportunities for Personal 
Empowerment (COPE) or alternative educational 
programs. 

I. Serious Bodily Injury means a serious impairment 
of physical condition including, but not limited to; 
loss of consciousness, bone fracture, protracted 
loss or impairment of function of any bodily 
member or organ, a wound requiring extensive 
suturing, and serious disfigurement. 

J. Electronic Act means the transmission of a 
communication, including but not limited to, a 
message, text, sound, or image by means of an 
electronic device, including but not limited to a 
telephone, wireless (cell) phone, or other wireless 
communication device, computer…. 

Students and staff have a right to learn and teach 
within a positive learning and working environment. 
Therefore the Board believes in the importance of 
establishing discipline and maintaining order to provide 
safe and civil schools..  These rules allow each school 
the discretion to impose minimum consequences to 
correct an undesirable behavior. Depending on the 
seriousness of the first or succeeding offenses, a 
student may be recommended for (1) an alternative to 
home suspension, (2) home suspension, (3) 
placement into another school or an alternative 

mailto:ncrispen-hernandez@muhsd.org


2017-2018 MERCED HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT HANDBOOK 

 6 

educational program, or (4) expulsion from all schools 
in the district. 
 
A student may be suspended or expelled for acts 
that are enumerated in this section and related to 
school activity or attendance that occur at any 
time, including but not limited to any of the 
following: (Education Code 48900(s)) 
1. While on school grounds. 
2. While going to or coming from school. 
3. During the lunch period, whether on or off the 

school campus. 
4. During, going to, or coming from a school-

sponsored activity. 
 
During the suspension, the student is expected to 
remain home under adult supervision and may not 
attend school activities or be on or around any 
school campus.  Students shall be allowed to make 
up assignments and tests missed during the 
suspension by arrangement of the teacher, as 
provided in Education Code. Suspended or expelled 
students shall be denied the privilege of 
participation in all extracurricular and co-curricular 
activities during the period of suspension or 
expulsion. 
 
Site administrators have primary responsibility for 
enforcement, however, it shall be the duty of each 
employee of the school to enforce the rules and 
procedures for school discipline. 
 
E-Discipline (Electronic Related) 
Administrators may take appropriate action when 
information becomes available about student 
misconduct that originates away from school grounds 
or school activities that has a direct and detrimental 
effect on or seriously threatens the discipline, 
educational environment, safety or general welfare of 
students, faculty, staff and/or administrators of the 
District.  Student conduct originating away from school 
grounds (including from a home computer, other non-
school computer, cell phone or other electronic 
device), which may be subject to discipline as provided 
herein includes but is not limited to electronic acts that 
result in a substantial disruption to the educational 
environment, or for which a substantial disruption to 
the educational environment is reasonably 
foreseeable under the circumstances.   
 
Students will be allowed to use cell phones and 
other electronic communication devices on 
campus during the school day.  The exception will 
be during instructional time.  Appropriate use of 
such devices during instructional time will be at 
the discretion of, and authorized by, the classroom 
instructor. 
 
Student use of any electronic listening or 
recording device in any classroom or throughout 
the school grounds during the school day without 
prior consent of a teacher and/or administrator of 
the school given to promote an educational 
purpose,  disrupts and impairs the teaching 

process and discipline in school, and such use is 
prohibited. (Education Code 51512) 
 
Electronic communication devices may be 
confiscated by school personnel, and such items 
may be searched by administration given 
reasonable suspicion of a rule violation. The 
school assumes no responsibility for the theft or 
damage to such items.    
 
Obligations:  It is the student's responsibility to 
protect and take care of school property or the 
property belonging to others and report unsafe 
conditions or damage to school officials.  All textbooks 
and electronic devices are issued through the library.  
Students will be required to show their student body 
card at time of issuance.  Students are responsible for 
the proper care of textbooks and electronic devices 
issued to them.  Book covers and device covers are 
required.  Students are financially responsible for 
books and devices that are lost, stolen, or damaged.   
 
It is recommended that book bags not be left with 
friends, on the ground near classrooms, or in a 
classroom unattended.  It is also advised that students 
not lend books or their electronic devices to anyone, 
since the student will be held accountable for these 
materials.  
  
Notice of Regulations 
At the beginning of each school year, the principal of 
each school shall ensure that all students and 
parents/guardians are notified in writing of all school 
rules related to discipline, suspension and expulsion. 
(Education Code 48900.1, 48980) (cf. 5144 - 
Discipline) 
 

Dress Policy 
 
Philosophy 
The expression of a student’s uniqueness and 
individuality by means of his/her dress is sanctioned 
by the Board of Trustees as being consistent with 
stated purposes of the school. It should be recognized 
that any apparel, or lack of, which draws undue 
attention to the wearer, tends to detract from the 
educational process and is, therefore, inappropriate. 
Good taste and good grooming are a part of learning. 
In addition, it is recognized that the school shares with 
the parents a responsibility for teaching young people 
appropriateness of dress. It is a mark of maturity when 
students can freely choose apparel that demonstrates 
individuality without deviating from the standard 
appropriateness. 
Restrictions on freedom of student dress will be 
imposed whenever the mode of dress in question 
is: 
• Unsafe either for himself/herself or those around 

him/her. 
• Is disruptive of school operations and the 

educational process in general. 
• Is contrary to law. 
Clothing, jewelry and other accessories: 
• All clothing must be worn as to not expose 

undergarments or midriffs standing or sitting.  
Shorts and skirts must be worn no shorter than the 
mid-thigh. 
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• No spandex-type pants or tops which draw 
attention to the wearer. 

• No attire which is sexually suggestive, provocative, 
or extremely brief, such as low-cut garments, 
strapless or off the shoulder tops, tube tops, bare 
midriffs, tank tops with straps less than one (1) inch 
in width, or muscle shirts, sleeveless undershirts, 
fishnet tops, short shorts or skirts, see through 
tops, backless tops, etc. Clothes will be sufficient to 
conceal undergarments at all times. 

• No shirts, jackets, etc. displaying profanity, 
vulgarity, obscene, libelous, slanderous or sexually 
suggestive language, pictures, or slogans. 

• No clothing, accessories, jewelry, etc. that 
degrades any cultural, religious or ethnic group. 

• No clothing, accessories, jewelry, etc. which 
advertises or encourages the use of illegal drugs, 
alcohol and/or substances, promotes the use of 
tobacco or displays weapons. 

• No clothing, accessories, jewelry, etc. which 
designates affiliation with outside groups, 
organizations, or gangs. This includes, but is not 
limited to: pants sagging below the hips (whether 
exposing underwear or not), hanging belts, hair 
nets, gang related initials or symbols, gang type 
writing on person, clothing or personal belongings 
including notebooks and backpacks. 

• School administrators have the right to restrict 
and/or prohibit the color of clothing worn by any 
student in a documented gang offense. The school 
also reserves the right to limit dress to no more 
than one article of clothing known as a gang color 
i.e. red or blue. 

• No chains, spiked collars or bracelets, and rings 
that could be used as a weapon.  Students may 
wear a single wallet chain having a length of no 
more than 12 inches and only heavy enough to 
adequately protect the wallet. 

• No bare feet.  Appropriate shoes must be worn at 
all times. 

Headwear 
• No bandannas, doo-rags, or wave caps. 
• All hats must be school sanctioned. Hats may only 

be school colors and must bear the school logo. 
Hats may not be worn indoors.   

• No garments or headwear that conceals identity are 
permitted. However, wearing hoods may be 
authorized by administration given severe weather 
conditions (i.e. rain, gusty winds) 

• School officials may approve the wearing of 
headwear for special reasons such as athletics, 
religious practices, theatrical performances, student 
rallies and activity weeks or health needs. 

Note: The final determination of what constitutes 
appropriate dress shall be made by the school 
administration. All borderline cases will be 
considered a violation. 
 

Tardy Policy 
 
Tardiness is disruptive to the learning process and is 
the number one reason people are fired from jobs. In 
order for students to be successful and productive, 
they must develop habits of punctuality. These habits 
will contribute not only to academic success, but also 
to career success in later years. Since tardiness is 
neither responsible nor productive all MUHSD 
students will be held accountable for punctuality. 

Reporting to class on time with books and materials 
needed for the lesson is the resposibility of the 
student.  Materials include a fully charged device and 
charging adapter if needed.  Tardies will be excused 
only if the student is tardy for valid reasons verified by 
school personnel, as described under the site-specific 
tardiness and attendance policies of this handbook. 
Tardies due to oversleeping, missing the bus, car 
trouble, traffic, etc., are unexcused, even with parent 
verification. All tardy policies are based on all tardies 
acquired for all periods.  
Tardiness in excess of thirty (30) minutes is 
considered truant according to Education Code 48260, 
and will be treated as truant in accordance with Board 
Policy (B.P. 5232). 
Tardy sweeps will be conducted randomly, throughout 
the school year. All students will be assigned a 
Friday/Saturday School if they are outside class 
without a pass or signed agenda during the sweep, 
regardless of the step of tardiness. Tardiness may be 
reflected in the student’s citizenship grade. 
 

Truancy Policy 
 
Each person between the ages of 6 and 18 years is 
subject to compulsory full-time education. Students 
may not be absent from school without a valid excuse. 
While every effort shall be made by school personnel 
to work toward a change in behavior of each truant 
student, it is recognized that consequences for truancy 
must be firm and clear to parents and students. Truant 
means a student who is absent from school without a 
valid excuse three full days in one school year, or 
tardy or absent for more than any 30-minute period 
during the school day without a valid excuse on three 
occasions in one school year, or any combination 
thereof. (Ed. Code Sec. 48260). 
First Step - The student will be advised of the 
mandatory attendance laws and the school prescribed 
consequences, and instructed to attend all classes. 
Parent/guardian contact will be made in the most cost-
effective method possible, including e-mail or a 
telephone call.  
• School counseling and intervention by attendance 

liaison and/or counselor. 
• Alternative consequences may be assigned. 
Second Step - The student’s parent/guardian will be 
informed in the most cost-effective method possible, 
including e-mail or a telephone call, of their legal 
responsibilities. The student is again directed to attend 
all classes and advised of the mandatory attendance 
laws and the school’s prescribed consequences. The 
student and parents are notified that failure to follow 
the school’s directives shall be treated as “defiance of 
authority”.  
• School counseling and intervention by AP and/or 

counselor. 
• Alternative consequences may be assigned. 
Third Step - Student is now a habitual truant. Student 
will be referred to the Associate Principal who, along 
with the Attendance Supervisor, will arrange for a 
School Attendance Review (SART) meeting, where a 
corrective action plan will be developed with parental 
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input. The student will again be directed to attend all 
classes unless excused for legal reason. The parents 
or guardians and student will be informed that failure 
to follow this directive will be considered “defiance of 
authority” and the next incident may lead to loss of 
extracurricular and co-curricular eligibility as well as a 
referral to law enforcement. Alternative programs, 
including the need for additional counseling will be 
discussed.  
• Referral to SART (Student Attendance Review 

Team). A corrective action plan will be developed 
with student and parent to improve attendance. 

• Alternative consequences may be assigned. 
Fourth Step- Student will be referred to the Associate 
Principal. The student is now a legal habitual truant 
and may fall under the jurisdiction of the juvenile court. 
(Education Code Section 48200) The Associate 
Principal shall call and hold a parent conference. 
Parents/guardians and students are again informed 
that failure to follow the school’s directive to attend 
classes will be “defiance of authority” and may be 
grounds for involuntary transfer to an alternative 
program.  
• Student shall be declared ineligible from extra-

curricular and co curricular activities for nine (9) 
weeks from the date the conference is held.  

• Referral to School Resource Officer for arrest. 
• Referral to an Alternative Program may be made. 
• Alternative consequences may be assigned. 
Fifth Step – Student will be referred to the Associate 
Principal. The parents and the student will be informed 
that the next incidence of refusal to attend classes 
upon the direction of school authorities may result in a 
referral to the District’s Alternative Program Screening 
Committee. It shall be recorded that the student is 
again truant.  
• Student referred to SARB (School Attendance 

Review Board). 
• Loss of extracurricular and co-curricular privileges 

for additional 9 weeks. 
• Work permit revoked. 
• Alternative consequences may be assigned. 
• Alternative educational programs may be assigned. 
Sixth Step- A first class letter shall be sent to the 
parents/guardians informing them that their student 
has had additional incidents of truancy since being 
declared a legal habitual truant (Education Code 
48262) and has been in “persistent defiance of 
authority.” A Corrective Action Plan and sanction 
recommendation may be initiated.  
• Student and/or parent may be referred to Merced 

County District Attorney for prosecution in juvenile 
and/or adult court. 

• Loss of extracurricular and co-curricular privileges 
for additional 9 weeks. 

• Request for suspension or revocation of driving 
privileges pursuant to Section 13202.7 of the 
Vehicle Code submitted. 

 
Grounds for Suspension and Expulsion 

 
A. Causes for Mandatory Recommendation for 
Expulsion (Education Code 48915) Except as 
provided in subdivision (c) and (e), the principal or the 
superintendent of schools shall recommend the 
expulsion of a pupil for any of the following acts 
committed at school or at a school activity off school 

grounds, unless the principal or superintendent finds 
that expulsion is inappropriate, due to the particular 
circumstance: 
 
Expulsion Offenses (1-5) - Mandatory 
Suspension/Mandatory Expulsions (The Big Five, 
Most Serious Offenses). Principal shall immediately 
suspend, pursuant to Education Code 48911, and 
shall recommend expulsion of a pupil that he or she 
determines has committed any of the following acts at 
school or at a school activity off school ground 
(Education Code 48915(c)). The Board shall order a 
pupil expelled upon finding that the pupil committed an 
act listed in Education Code 48915(c) and shall refer 
the pupil to an Alternative program of study (Education 
Code 48915(d)): 
 
A1.  Possessing, selling, or otherwise furnishing a 

firearm. (Education Code 48915 (c)(1), Penal 
Code 417.8, 626.9, 12001, 12020)) 

 
A2.  Brandishing a knife at another person. 

(Education Code 48915 (c)(2)) 
 
A3.  Unlawfully selling a controlled substance 

listed in Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 
11053) of Division 10 of the Health and Safety 
Code. (Education Code 48915(c)(3)) 

 
A4.  Committing or attempting to commit a sexual 

assault as defined in subdivision in Education 
Code 48900(n) or committing a sexual battery 
as defined in Education Code 48900(n). 
(Education Code 448915(c)(4)) 

A5.  Possession of an explosive. (Education Code 
48915(c)(5)) 

 
NOTE: The known possession of a firearm, loaded or 
unloaded, brandishing a knife, unlawfully selling a 
controlled substance, committing a sexual assault or 
battery, or possession of an explosive at school or a 
related activity, will result in an immediate suspension 
and recommendation for expulsion. If the Board 
upholds an expulsion recommendation after the 
appropriate expulsion hearing, the student shall be 
expelled for one calendar year from the date of the 
offense unless the Board sets an earlier date for 
readmission, which will be determined on a case by 
case basis. Referral to an alternative program will be 
required. (Education Code 48916(a)) 
 
Expulsion Offenses (6-10) – Mandatory 
Recommendation/Permissive Expulsions (Very 
Serious Offenses). Allowance for a Review of 
Circumstances. For the following offenses, the 
Principal must recommend expulsion of the pupil 
unless the Principal finds that expulsion is 
inappropriate under the circumstances. While the 
recommendation is mandatory, expulsion is not. A 
non-expulsion recommendation must be made, in 
writing to the Board, if the decision is not to 
recommend expulsion. If the decision is to recommend 
expulsion, the Board must find that: a) Other means of 
correction are not feasible or have repeatedly failed to 
bring about proper conduct; and/or b) Due to the 

http://www.gamutonline.net/4daction/web_loaddisplaypolicy/132117/5
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nature of the act, the presence of the pupil causes a 
continuing danger to the safety of the pupil or others. 
A student may be subject to suspension or expulsion 
when it is determined that he/she committed one of the 
following acts: 
 
A6.  Causing serious physical injury to another 

person except in self defense. (Education Code 
48915 (a)(1)(A), Penal Code 243) 

 
The principal or designee shall, prior to the suspension 
or expulsion of any pupil, notify the police of any 
assault with force likely to produce great bodily injury, 
with or without a weapon. (Education Code 48902 (a), 
Penal Code 245 (Assault with a deadly weapon)) 

 
A7.  Possession of any knife, or other dangerous 

object of no reasonable use to the pupil. 
(Education Code 48915 (a)(1)(B)) 

 
Dangerous Object - An instrument capable of 
causing serious physical injury (includes look-alike 
weapon or imitation firearm that is so substantially 
similar in physical properties to an existing firearm 
as to lead a reasonable person to conclude that 
the replica is a firearm. (Education Code 
48900(m)) This also includes but is not limited to 
possession, use, and/or sale of 
destructive/explosive device (bomb), M-80’s, 
cherry bombs, fire-crackers, fireworks and live 
ammunition. 

A8.  Unlawful possession of any controlled 
substance listed in Chapter 2, (commencing with 
11053) of Division 10 of the Health and Safety 
Code, except for the first offense for the 
possession of not more than one avoirdupois 
ounce of marijuana other than concentrated 
cannabis. (Education Code 48915(a)(1)(C)) First 
offense for marijuana “spice” or “salvia” requires 
consequences outlined in B.1. 

 
A9.  Committed robbery or extortion. (Education 

Code 48915(a)(1)(D)) 
Robbery - Taking of property from a person's 
possession against his/her will by means of force 
or fear. 
Extortion – Obtaining property from another 
person through use of force or fear. 

 
A10.  Assault or battery upon any school employee, 

as defined in Penal Code 240 and 242. 
(Education Code 48915 (a)(1)(E) 

 
NOTE: Whenever school personnel are threatened by 
any pupil, it is mandatory for the employee and the 
employee’s supervisor, if the supervisor has 
knowledge of the incident, to promptly report the 
incident to law enforcement authorities. (Education 
Code 44014, Penal Code 71) 

 
NOTE: Any five-day home suspension related to 
possession, use, sale, or under the influence of any 
controlled substance as defined in Safety Code 
section 11007, alcoholic beverage, or intoxicant of any 
kind will result in a nine-week ineligibility period from 

extracurricular and co-curricular activities.  This 
includes all senior activities with the exception of the 
graduation ceremony itself. Seniors serving home 
suspension on the date of graduation will not 
participate in the graduation ceremony. (BP 6145) 
 
B. Causes for Possible Suspension/Expulsion on 
the First Offense. (Education Code 48900) 
 
NOTE: Depending on the seriousness of the act, a 
five-day suspension and expulsion may be 
immediately recommended on the 1st offense. Failure 
to complete an intervention will result in a five-day 
suspension and/or additional behavioral 
consequences. 
 
Suspension/Expulsion Offenses B1 - B19 are 
classified as Permissive Recommendations for 
Expulsions (Education Code 48915(e)) and require a 
complete investigation of circumstances surrounding 
the behavioral infraction triggering the 
recommendation for expulsion.  Upon a 
recommendation by the Principal, the Board may order 
a pupil expelled upon a finding that the pupil violated 
Education Code 48900(f) through (r), or Education 
Code 48900.2 (sexual harassment), Education Code 
48900.3 (hate violence),  Education Code 48900.4 
(intimidation), or Education Code 48900.7 (terroristic 
threats).  With regard to these violations, the additional 
finding that other means of correction are not feasible 
or have repeatedly failed to bring about proper conduct 
and/or that this pupil’s continued presence creates a 
danger to the physical safety of the pupil or others 
must be made. 
 
B1.  Unlawfully possessed, used, sold, or 

otherwise furnished, or was under the 
influence of, any controlled substance as 
defined in Health and Safety Code 11053-11058, 
alcoholic beverage, or intoxicant of any kind. 
Sold, delivered, or otherwise furnished to any 
person another liquid, substance, or material and 
represented the liquid, substance, or material as 
a controlled substance, alcoholic beverage, or 
intoxicant. Unlawfully offered, arranged to sell, or 
sold the prescription drug Soma. (Education 
Code 48900(c), 48900(d), 48900(p)) 
1st Offense: Parent/student conference and 
immediate one to five-day suspension. Student 
may attend Understanding Drugs and Alcohol 
(U.D.A.) in lieu of immediate five-day suspension, 
loss of eligibility for extracurricular and co-
curricular activities for a nine- week period, and 
notification of appropriate law enforcement 
agency. Community service may also be 
required.  Student may attend and successfully 
complete district-approved substance abuse 
program other than the UDA. 
2nd Offense: Parent/student conference, 
immediate one to five-day suspension and may 
recommend for expulsion. In lieu of expulsion, 
student may attend the Tier 2 Understanding 
Drugs and Alcohol (U.D.A.), loss of eligibility for 
extracurricular and co-curricular activities for a 
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nine-week period, and notification of appropriate 
law enforcement agency. 
 

NOTE: The third offense occurring during any 
subsequent school year may result in a 
recommendation for expulsion. 
 
B2.  Unlawfully possessed or unlawfully offered, 

arranged, or negotiated to sell any drug 
paraphernalia, as defined in Health and Safety 
Code 11014.5. (Education Code 48900(j)) 
1st Offense: Parent/student conference and 
immediate one to five-day suspension.  Student 
may attend Understanding Drugs and Alcohol 
(U.D.A.) in lieu of immediate five-day suspension, 
loss of eligibility for extracurricular and co-
curricular activities for a nine-week period, and 
notification of appropriate law enforcement 
agency. Community service may also be 
required. Student may attend and successfully 
complete district-approved substance abuse 
program other than the U.D.A. 
2nd Offense: Parent/student conference, 
immediate one to five-day suspension and may 
recommend for expulsion.  In lieu of expulsion, 
student may attend the Tier 2 Understanding 
Drugs and Alcohol (U.D.A.), loss of eligibility for 
extracurricular and co-curricular activities for a 
nine-week period, and notification of appropriate 
law enforcement agency. 
 

NOTE: The third offense occurring during any 
subsequent school year may result in a 
recommendation for expulsion. 
 
B3.  Stole or attempted to steal school property or 

private property. Knowingly received stolen 
school property or private property. 
(Education Code 48900 (g), 48900 (l), Penal 
Code 487, 488) Being in possession of another 
person's property, including computer passwords 
or files, without permission, is prima facie 
evidence of theft. Restitution may be a necessary 
requisite for a satisfactory condition of re-
admittance. 
1st Offense: Parent/student conference, 
immediate one to five-day suspension and parent 
contact.  Other means of correction may be used 
in lieu of suspension. Notification of appropriate 
law enforcement agency at the discretion of the 
administration. 
2nd Offense: Parent/student conference, 
immediate one to five-day suspension and parent 
conference. Other means of correction may be 
used in lieu of suspension. May refer the student 
to an alternative educational program. 
3rd Offense: Parent/student conference, 
immediate one to five-day suspension, and may 
recommendation for expulsion.  Other means of 
correction may be used in lieu of suspension. 
May refer the student to an alternative 
educational program. 

 
B4.  Caused or attmpted to cause damage to 

school property or private property - cutting, 
defacing, tagging, changing information on district 
servers, or otherwise injuring any school district 
property, or the malicious injury or destruction of 
any other person's real or personal property. 
(Education Code 48900 (f)) 
1st Offense: Parent/student conference, 
immediate one to five-day suspension.  Other 
means of correction may be used in lieu of 
suspension. Notification of appropriate law 
enforcement agency at the discretion of the 
administration 
2nd Offense: Parent/student conference, 
immediate one to five-day suspension Other 
means of correction may be used in lieu of 
suspension.  Notification of appropriate law 
enforcement agency at the discretion of the 
administration 
3rd Offense: Parent/student conference, 
immediate one to five-day suspension, parent 
conference, and recommendation for expulsion. 
 Other means of correction may be used in lieu of 
suspension. Notification of appropriate law 
enforcement agency at the discretion of the 
administration.  May refer the student to an 
alternative educational program. 
 

NOTE: The parent or guardian will be held responsible 
for damages to school district property and restitution 
for damages. The parents or guardian of the student 
are also liable for the amount of a reward paid for 
information leading to the apprehension of person(s) 
causing damage. (Education Code 48904, Penal Code 
594, Civil Code 1714.1) 
 
B5.  Fire-setting, attempted fire-setting or bomb 

threat - including the activation of false 
alarms or tampering with emergency 
equipment. (Penal Code 148.1, 148.4) 
1st Offense: Parent/student conference and 
immediate one to five-day suspension.  Parent 
and student to participate in Threat Assessment if 
administration deems necessary.  Other means 
of correction may be used in lieu of suspension. 
Restitution for damages may be a condition of re-
admittance. Notification of appropriate law 
enforcement agency is at the discretion of the 
administration.   
 
2nd Offense:  Parent/student conference, 
immediate one to five-day suspension.  Other 
means of correction may be used in lieu of 
suspension.  Parent and student to participate in 
Threat Assessment if administration deems 
necessary.  May recommend for expulsion. 
 

B6.  Made terrorist threats against school officials 
and/or school property. (Education Code 
48900.7) “Terrorist threat” shall include any 
statement, whether written or oral, by a person 
who willfully threatens to commit a crime which 
will result in death, great bodily injury, or property 
damage in excess of $1,000, with the specific 
intent that the statement is to be taken as a 
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threat, even if there is no intent of actually 
carrying it out. 
1st Offense: Parent/student conference, 
immediate one to five-day suspension, parent 
and student to participate in Threat Assessment if 
administration deems necessary.  Student to 
attend and successfully completes social skills 
training/anger management program by attending 
the District program of Creating Opportunities for 
Personal Empowerment (C.O.P.E.) Additional 
alternatives to home suspension may be used. 
Notification of appropriate law enforcement 
agency.  May recommend for expulsion. 
2nd Offense: Parent/student conference, 
immediate one to five-day suspension,  parent 
and student to participate in Threat Assessment if 
administration deems necessary.  Other means 
of correction may be used in lieu of suspension 
such as Tier 2 of C.O.P.E.  Notification of 
appropriate law enforcement agency. May refer 
the student to an alternative educational program 
and/or recommend for expulsion. 
 

NOTE: Threatening school personnel requires 
mandatory notification of law enforcement authorities. 
(Education Code 44014, Penal Code 71) 

 
B7.  Caused, attempted to cause, or threatened  
        to cause physical injury to another person or 

willfully used force or violence upon the 
person of another, except in self-defense. 
(Education Code 48900 (a), Penal Code 415, 
415.5) 
 
1st Offense: Parent/student conference, 
immediate one to five-day suspension.  Parent 
and student to participate in Threat Assessment if 
administration deems necessary.  In lieu of five-
day suspension student may attend and 
successfully complete social skills training/anger 
management by attending the District program of 
C.O.P.E. program.  Other means of correction 
may be used in lieu of suspension. 
2nd Offense: Parent/student conference, 
Immediate one to five-day suspension, parent 
and student to participate in Threat Assessment if 
administration deems necessary, and student 
may be recommended for expulsion.  Additional 
alternatives to home suspension may be used 
such as Tier 2 of C.O.P.E.  Notification of 
appropriate law enforcement agency. May refer 
the student to an alternative educational program 
and/or recommend for expulsion. 
NOTE:  The 3rd offense may result in a 
recommendation for expulsion. 

 
B8.  Caused, attempted to cause, threatened to 

cause, or participated in an act of hate 
violence as defined in Education Code 233 (e). 
(Education Code 48900.3) Penal Code 422.6 
defines a hate crime as the use of force or threat 
of force that injures, intimidates, interferes with, 
oppresses, or threatens a person in the 
enjoyment of any right because of the person’s 

race or ethnicity, religion, national origin, 
disability, gender, or sexual orientation or 
perception thereof. This includes defacing, 
damaging, or destroying a person’s personal 
property. 
1st Offense: Parent/student conference, 
immediate one to five-day suspension, parent 
and student to participate in Threat Assessment if 
administration deems necessary.  In lieu of 
suspension, student may attend and successfully 
complete social skills training/anger management 
by attending the District program of C.O.P.E. Tier 
1.  Other means of correction may be used in lieu 
of suspension.  
2nd Offense: Parent/student conference, 
immediate one to five-day suspension,  parent 
and student to participate in Threat Assessment if 
administration deems necessary.  Other means 
of correction may be used in lieu of suspension 
such as Tier 2 of C.O.P.E. Notification of 
appropriate law enforcement agency at the 
discretion of the administration.  
3rd Offense:  Parent/student conference, 
immediate five-day suspension, and 
recommendation for expulsion. Notification of 
appropriate law enforcement agency at the 
discretion of the administration. 

 
B9.  Aiding and Abetting the infliction or 

attempted infliction of physical injury to 
another person, as defined in Penal Code 31. 
(Education Code 48900 (s), 48915 (b)(1) 
and/or(b)(2)) 
1st Offense: Parent/student conference, 
immediate one to five-day suspension.  Parent 
and student to participate in Threat Assessment if 
administration deems necessary.  Other means 
of correction may be used in lieu of suspension 
such as Tier 1 of C.O.P.E. 
2nd Offense: Parent/student conference, 
immediate one to five-day suspension.  Parent 
and student to participate in Threat Assessment if 
administration deems necessary.  Other means 
of correction may be used in lieu of suspension 
such as Tier 2 of C.O.P.E. Notification of 
appropriate law enforcement agency at the 
discretion of the administration. May refer the 
student to an alternative educational program 
and/or recommend for expulsion. 
NOTE:  The 3rd offense may result in a 
recommendation for expulsion. 
 

Note:  A student who aids or abets the infliction or 
attempted infliction of physical injury on another 
person, as defined in Penal Code 31, may be 
suspended, but not expelled on first offense. However, 
such a student may be suspended or expelled 
pursuant to Education Code 48900 (a)(2) when s/he 
has been adjudged by a juvenile court to have 
committed, as an aider or abettor, a crime of physical 
violence in which the victim suffered great or serious 
bodily injury. 

 
B10.  Harassed, threatened, or intimidated a pupil 
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who is a complaining witness or a witness in 
a school disciplinary proceeding for the 
purpose of either preventing that pupil from 
being a witness or retaliating against that 
pupil for being a witness, or both. (Education 
Code 48900 (o)) 
1st Offense: Parent/student conference, 
immediate one to five-day suspension and parent 
and student to participate in Threat Assessment if 
administration deems necessary.  In lieu of five 
day suspension, student may attend and 
successfully complete social skills training/anger 
management program (C.O.P.E.). May refer the 
student to an alternative educational program 
and/or recommend for expulsion. 
2nd Offense: Parent/student conference, 
immediate one to five-day suspension, parent 
and student to participate in Threat Assessment if 
administration deems necessary. Additional 
alternatives to suspension may be used such as 
Tier 2 of C.O.P.E. Notification of appropriate law 
enforcement agency at the discretion of the 
administration. May refer the student to an 
alternative educational program and/or 
recommend for expulsion. 

 
B11.   Intentionally engaged in harassment, 

agitation, threats, or intimidation against 
district personnel or students that is sufficiently 
severe or pervasive to have the actual and 
reasonably expected effect of materially 
disrupting class work, creating substantial 
disorder, and invading the rights of school 
personnel or students by creating an intimidating 
or hostile educational  

        environment. (Education Code 48900 (a), 
48900.4, Penal Code 415, 415.5) 
1st Offense: Parent/student conference, 
immediate one to five-day suspension,  parent 
and student to participate in Threat Assessment if 
administration deems necessary.  Student may 
attend and successfully completes social skills 
training/anger management program (C.O.P.E.) 
in lieu of five day suspension. Additional 
alternatives to suspension may be used. 
2nd Offense: Parent/student conference and 
immediate one to five-day suspension, parent 
and student to participate in Threat Assessment if 
administration deems necessary.  Additional 
alternatives to suspension may be used such as 
Tier 2 of C.O.P.E. Notification of appropriate law 
enforcement agency at the discretion of the 
administration. May refer the student to an 
alternative educational program. Possible 
removal from campus or isolation of student. 
3rd Offense: Parent/student conference, 
immediate one to five-day suspension, parent 
and student to participate in Threat Assessment if 
administration deems necessary. and may 
recommend for expulsion.  Notification of 
appropriate law enforcement agency at the 
discretion of the administration. 

NOTE: Threatening or intimidating school personnel 
requires mandatory notification of law enforcement 

agencies. (Education Code 44014, Penal Code 71) 
 

B12.  Committed, or attempted to commit, hazing, 
sexual harassment, or any act that injures, 
degrades, or disgraces any other person at 
school. (Education Code 32050-32052, 48900.2, 
48905, 48900 (q), 212.5, Penal Code 245.6) 
1st Offense: Parent/student conference, 
immediate one to five-day suspension.  In lieu of 
five-day suspension other means of correction 
may be used such as the student attending and 
successfully completing the District C.O.P.E. 
program.  Notification of appropriate law 
enforcement agency.  May refer the student to an 
alternative educational program or for expulsion. 
2nd Offense: Parent/student conference, 
immediate one to five-day suspension.  In lieu of 
five day suspension other means of correction 
may be used such as student attending and 
successfully completing Tier 2 of C.O.P.E. May 
refer the student to an alternative educational 
program or for recommendation for expulsion. 
Notification of appropriate law enforcement 
agency.  
 

B13.  Upbraiding, insulting, or abusing teachers or 
other school personnel. (Education Code 
48900 (k)) 
1st Offense: Parent/student conference, 
immediate one to five-day suspension.  In lieu of 
five-day suspension other means of correction 
may be used such as the student attending and 
successfully completing the District C.O.P.E. 
program. Mediation between student and school 
personnel.  (Removal from class is possible at 
the discretion of the administration) 
2nd Offense: Parent/student conference, 
immediate one to five-day suspension.  In lieu of 
five-day suspension, student may attend and 
successfully complete social skills training/anger 
management program such as Tier 2 C.O.P.E. 
Additional alternatives to suspension may be 
used.  
3rd Offense:  Parent/student conference, 
immediate one to five-day suspension.  May refer 
the student to an alternative educational program 
and/or recommend expulsion if all other means of 
correction have failed. 

 
B14. Engaged in an act of bullying, including, but 

not limited to, bullying committed by means 
of an electronic act, as defined in 
subdivisions (f) and (g) of Section 32261, 
directed specifically toward a pupil or school 
personnel. 
1st Offense: Parent/student conference, 
immediate one to five-day suspension, parent 
and student to participate in Threat Assessment if 
administration deems necessary.  In lieu of five-
day suspension, student may attend and 
successfully completes social skills training/anger 
management program C.O.P.E. Failure to 
remove social-media may result in additional 
disciplinary consequences.  Acts of cyber bullying 
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may result in revocation of student’s Responsible 
Use Policy (RUP) for a period of time. 
2nd Offense: Parent/student conference, 
immediate one to five-day suspension, parent 
and student to participate in Threat Assessment if 
administration deems necessary.   In lieu of five-
day suspension, student may attend and 
successfully complete social skills training/anger 
management program such as Tier 2 C.O.P.E. 
Additional alternatives to suspension may be 
used. Notification of appropriate law enforcement 
agency. May refer student to an alternative 
education program and/or recommend expulsion. 
3rd Offense:  Parent/student conference, 
immediate one to five-day suspension, parent 
and student to participate in Threat Assessment if 
administration deems necessary.   May refer 
student to an alternative education program 
and/or recommend expulsion. 

NOTE: Bullying means any severe or pervasive 
physical or verbal act or conduct, including 
communication in writing or by means of an electronic 
act, directed toward one or more students that has or 
can reasonably be predicted to have the effect of 
placing a reasonable student in fear of harm to 
himself/herself or his/her property; cause the student 
to experience substantially detrimental effect on 
his/her physical or mental health; or cause the student 
to experience substantial interferences with his/her 
academic performance or ability to participate in or 
benefit from the services, activities, or privileges 
provided by the school. 
Bullying means one or more acts by a  
student or group of students that constitute:  Threats to 
cause physical injury; Disruption of School Activity; 
Sexual Harassment; Hate Violence; Harassing, 
threatening or intimidating a pupil witness in a 
disciplinary proceeding; Harassment, threats or 
intimidation of students or staff;  Cyberbullying or 
exclusionary acts of bullying. 
Electronic act means the transmission of 
communication, including, but not limited to, a 
message, text, sound, image, or post on a social 
network Internet website, by means of an electronic 
device, including, but not limited to, a telephone, 
wireless telephone, or other wireless communication 
device, computer or pager.  A post on a social network 
Internet website shall include, but is not limited to, the 
posting or creation of a burn page or the creation of a 
credible impersonation or false profile for the purpose 
of causing a reasonable student any of the effects of 
bullying described above. 
 

B15.  Willful disruption of the school or interfering 
with the peaceful conduct of the activities of 
the school, including district servers, websites, 
data bases, or other information systems. 
(Education Code 48900 (k)) This also includes 
the possession and/or use of stink bombs, 
pepper spray, tear gas, or mace. 
1st Offense: Parent/student conference and 
placed in the Intervention Center for one to three 
days. Other means of correction may be used in 
lieu of suspension. Notification of appropriate law 

enforcement agency at the discretion of the 
administration. 
2nd Offense:  Parent/student conference and 
placed in the Intervention Center for one to five 
days. Other means of correction may be used in 
lieu of suspension. Notification of appropriate law 
enforcement agency at the discretion of the 
administration. 
 

NOTE: Restitution for damages may be a condition of 
re-admittance. 
 

B16.  Possessed or used tobacco or any products 
containing or related to tobacco or nicotine 
products, including but not limited to cigars, 
cigarettes, electronic cigarettes, miniature cigars, 
clove cigarettes, smokeless tobacco, snuff, chew 
packets, and betel. (Education Code 48900 (h), 
48900 (k), 48901) 
1st Offense: Parent/student conference, attend 
the Intervention Center immediate one to three-
days. Other means of correction may be used in 
lieu of suspension. 
2nd Offense: Parent/student conference, 
immediate one to three-day suspension to the 
Intervention Center. Other means of correction 
may be used in lieu of suspension. Student may 
be referred to U.D.A. 
3rd Offense: Parent/student conference, 
immediate three to five-day suspension to the 
Intervention Center. Other means of correction 
may be used in lieu of suspension.  Student may 
be referred to U.D.A. Tier 2 

 
B17.  Forgery, falsifying, or altering school 

correspondence, passes, or absence 
vouchers, including any records on district 
servers, websites, data bases, or other 
information systems contained on the school 
network. (Education Code 48900 (k)) 
1st Offense: Parent/student conference, placed 
in the Intervention Center for one day. Other 
means of correction may be used in lieu of 
suspension.   
2nd Offense:  Parent/student conference, placed 
in the Intervention Center for one to three days. 
Other means of correction may be used in lieu of 
suspension.   
3rd Offense: Parent/student conference, placed 
in the Intervention Center for one to five days. 
Other means of correction may be used in lieu of 
suspension.   

 
C. Causes for Less Than Suspension on the First 
Offense. (1-12) (Education Code 48900) 
Alternative consequences may include, but not be 
limited to; Warning, Counseling, Benching, Detention, 
Class Suspension, Intervention Center, Day Reporting 
Center, Anger Management/Social Skills Program 
C.O.P.E., Friday School, Saturday School, Work 
Detail, Community Service, Intervention Groups, or 
Alternative Educational Programs. (Education Code 
48900.1, 48900.5, 48900.6, 48910, 48911)  
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C1.  Committed an obscene act or engaged in 
habitual profanity or vulgarity either verbally or 
in writing including all electronic transmissions. 
(Education Code 48900 (i), 48900 (k)) 
1st Offense: Student conference.  
2nd Offense: Parent/student conference, placed 
in the Intervention Center for one to three days. 
 Other means of correction may be used in lieu of 
suspension. 
3rd Offense: Parent/student conference, placed 
in the Intervention Center for one to five days. 
 Other means of correction may be used in lieu of 
suspension. 
4th Offense: Parent/student conference, placed in 
the Intervention Center for one to five days. 
 Other means of correction may be used in lieu of 
suspension. 
 

C2.  Any act of defiance or disobedience either in 
language or in action against school personnel or 
refusing to comply with the reasonable request or 
orders of school personnel.  (Education Code 
48900 (k)) 
1st Offense: Mediation between student and 
school personnel.  Alternative 
consequences/interventions may be assigned at 
the discretion of the administration. 
2nd Offense: Parent/student conference. 
Mediation between student and school personnel. 
 Other means of correction may be used in lieu of 
suspension at the discretion of the administration. 

 
NOTE: Interventions for continued acts of defiance or 
disobedience may include, but is not limited to, referral 
to C.O.P.E, referral to clinician, Behavior Contract, 
SST, or possible class change at the discretion of the 
administration. 

 
C3. Failing to identify oneself or giving false 

information to school personnel. (Education 
Code 48900 (k)) 
1st Offense: Parent/student conference. 
Consequences assigned at the discretion of the 
administration. 
2nd Offense: Parent/student conference.  
Consequences assigned at the discretion of the 
administration. 

 
C4.  Leaving the campus without authorization. 

(Education Code 48900 (k)) 
1st Offense: Parent/student conference.  
2nd Offense: Parent/student conference, placed 
in the Intervention Center for one to three days. 
 Other means of correction may be used in lieu of 
suspension. 
3rd Offense: Parent/student conference, placed 
in the Intervention Center for one to five days. 
 Other means of correction may be used in lieu of 
suspension. 
 

C5. Tampering with property of the school district or 
belongings of any other person. (Education Code 
48900 (k)) 
1st Offense: Parent/student conference. 

Alternative consequences may be assigned. 
2nd Offense: Parent/student conference.  Other 
means of correction may be used in lieu of 
suspension. 
3rd Offense: Parent/student conference.  
Immediate one to five-day suspension. Other 
means of correction may be used in lieu of 
suspension. May refer the student to an 
alternative educational program. 
 

C6.  Being in a parking lot or out of bounds without 
proper authorization. (Education Code 48900 (k)) 
1st Offense: Student conference.  
2nd Offense: Parent/student conference, placed 
in Intervention Center one to three days. Other 
means of correction may be used in lieu of 
suspension. 
3rd Offense: Parent/student conference, placed 
in the Intervention Center for one to five days. 
 Other means of correction may be used in lieu of 
suspension. 
 

C7.  Gambling and wagering or habitually being 
present where such acts are taking place. 
(Education Code 48900 (k)) 
1st Offense: Student conference.  
2nd Offense: Parent/student conference, placed 
in Intervention Center one to three days. Other 
means of correction may be used in lieu of 
suspension. 
3rd Offense: Parent/student conference, placed 
in the Intervention Center for one to five days. 
 Other means of correction may be used in lieu of 
suspension. 
 

C8.  Interfering with the peaceful conduct of the 
campus or classroom causing class or campus 
disruption of a minor but annoying nature. 
(Education Code 48900 (k)) 
1st Offense: Student conference. Mediation 
between student and school personnel.   
2nd Offense: Parent/student conference.    
Mediation between student and school personnel.  
Placed in Intervention Center one to three days. 
Other means of correction may be used in lieu of 
suspension. 
3rd Offense: Parent/student conference.    
Mediation between student and school personnel.  
Placed in Intervention Center one to five days. 
Other means of correction may be used in lieu of 
suspension. 

 
C9.  Loitering on campus without any apparent 

lawful purpose. (Education Code 48900 (k), 
Penal Code 647b and 653b) 
1st Offense: Student conference. Alternative 
consequences may be assigned. 
2nd Offense: Parent/student conference. Placed 
in Intervention Center one to three days. Other 
means of correction may be used in lieu of 
suspension.  
3rd Offense: Parent/student conference. Placed 
in Intervention Center one to five days. Other 
means of correction may be used in lieu of 
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suspension. 
 

C10  Violations of district dress code - mandatory 
sections. (Education Code 48900 (k) The wearing 
and/or carrying of symbols, paraphernalia which 
symbolizes gang membership or advocating 
racial, ethnic, sexual, religious group prejudice or 
tends to detract from the educational process is 
not permitted. 
1st Offense: Parent/student conference. 
Alternative consequences may be assigned. 
Student may be sent home to dress properly, or 
change into a school issued loaner clothing. 
2nd Offense: Parent/student conference. Placed 
in Intervention Center one to three days. Other 
means of correction may be used in lieu of 
suspension. 
3rd Offense: Parent/student conference.  Placed 
in Intervention Center one to five days. Other 
means of correction may be used in lieu of 
suspension. 
 

C11  Misconduct on a school bus. (Education Code 
48900 (k) and Title 5 Admin Code 14103) 
1st Offense: Parent/student conference. Student 
and driver may participate in mediation with 
school personnel leading discussion to resolve 
conflict.  Alternative consequences may be 
assigned. If incident is serious, student may be 
suspended from bus and/or school up to 5 school 
days. 
2nd Offense: Parent/student conference. 
 Mediation between student, drive and school 
personnel to resolve conflict.  Immediate one to 
five-day suspension of transportation privileges 
and/or school.  Other means of correction may be 
used in lieu of suspension. 
3rd Offense: Parent/student conference. 
 Mediation between student, driver and school 
personnel to resolve conflict.   Other means of 
correction may be used in lieu of suspension. 
Possible loss of transportation privileges not to 
exceed one semester. 
 

NOTE: Pupils transported in a school bus shall be 
under the authority of, and responsible directly to the 
driver of the bus, and the driver shall be held 
responsible for the orderly conduct of the pupils while 
they are on the bus or being escorted across a street.  
Continued disorderly conduct or persistent refusal to 
submit to the authority of the driver shall be sufficient 
reason for a pupil to be denied transportation. It shall 
be the responsibility of the parents of students, in 
cases of suspension of transportation privileges, to 
provide transportation to and from school during the 
period of suspension. 

 
C12.  Possession of unauthorized articles/items on 

campus, i.e. laser pointers, dice, 
computer/server hacking tools, implements of 
graffiti including but not limited to marking pens, 
spray paint, paint tips, etc., and water toys 
including but not limited to squirt guns and water 
balloons, and any other items of no educational 

purpose or value at school. Electronic signaling 
devices used by the pupil which are authorized 
by a licensed physician shall be permitted. 
(Education Code 48900 (k), 48901.5) 
1st Offense: Student conference. The object 
may be confiscated for up to one week. 
2nd Offense: Parent/student conference.  Other 
means of correction may be used in lieu of 
suspension. The object shall be confiscated for 
up to two weeks. Parent must pick up confiscated 
item. 
3rd Offense: Parent/student conference.  Other 
means of correction may be used in lieu of 
suspension. The object shall be confiscated for 
up to three weeks. Parent must pick up 
confiscated item. 

 
C13.  Unauthorized, improper or unsafe use of  
          electronic communication devices within    
          the jurisdiction of the District: (Education  
           48900 (k)) 

      1st Offense:  Student conference.  The device 
may be confiscated for up to one week. 

      2nd Offense:  Parent/student conference. Other 
means of correction may be used in lieu of 
suspension. The object shall be confiscated for 
up to two weeks. Parent must pick up 
confiscated item. 
3rd Offense: Parent/student conference. Other 
means of correction may be used in lieu of 
suspension.  The object shall be confiscated for 
up to three weeks. Parent must pick up 
confiscated item. 
  

C14.  Improper or unsafe use of; bicycles, mopeds, 
motorcycles, roller skates, in-line skates, 
scooters, or skateboards on campus. (Education 
Code 48900 (k)) 
1st Offense: Parent/student conference. The 
object may be confiscated for up to one week. 
2nd Offense: Parent/student conference.  Other 
means of correction may be used in lieu of 
suspension. The object shall be confiscated for 
up to two weeks. Parent must pick up confiscated 
item. 
3rd Offense: Parent/student conference.  Other 
means of correction may be used in lieu of 
suspension. The object shall be confiscated for 
up to three weeks. Parent must pick up 
confiscated item. 

 
NOTE: The school cannot guarantee the safety of the 
items confiscated and assumes no responsibility for 
the theft of or damage to such articles. Parents may be 
required to pick up articles from school officials. 

 
C15.  Cheating or plagiarizing on assignments or 

tests, including the use of electronic devices 
(Education Code 48900(k)) 
1st Offense: Teacher to make phone call home 
to parent/guardian. 
2nd Offense: Parent/student conference, placed 
in the Intervention Center for one-day.   Other 
means of correction may be used in lieu of 



2017-2018 MERCED HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT HANDBOOK 

 16 

suspension. 
3rd Offense: Parent/student conference, placed 
in the Intervention Center for one to three days. 
Additional alternatives to suspension may be 
assigned.  May result in removal from class with 
a withdrawal F grade. 

 
MHS Tardy Policy 

 
Tardiness is disruptive to the learning process and is the 
number one reason people are fired from jobs. In order for 
students to be successful and productive, they must develop 
habits of punctuality. These habits will contribute not only to 
academic success, but also to career success in later years. 
Since tardiness is neither responsible nor productive all 
MUHSD students will be held accountable for punctuality. 
Each student is to be in the classroom in his/her seat or work 
station when the tardy bell begins to ring. Tardies will be 
excused only if the student is tardy for valid reasons verified 
by school personnel, as described under the attendance 
policies listed in this handbook. Tardies due to oversleeping, 
missing the bus, car trouble, traffic, etc., are unexcused, 
even with parent verification. The tardy policy is based on 
all tardies acquired for all periods. All tardiness beyond the 
second step will be viewed as disruptive to the school 
environment and/or defiance of authority.  The policy is a 
semester policy and begins again at the start of the second 
semester. Consequences are: 
Tardy 1: Warning/Parent Contact via Parent Square 
Tardy 2: Warning/Parent Contact via Parent Square 
Tardy 3: Warning/Parent Contact via Parent Square 
Tardy 4: Lunch Detention Assigned 
Tardy 5: Lunch Detention Assigned  
Tardy 6: Friday School Assigned 
Tardy 7: Referral to Associate Principal, AP Parent Contact 
Tardy 8: Half Day of Intervention Center (Periods 1-3) 
Tardy 9: Saturday School 
Tardy 10+: One Day of Intervention Center. Referall to 

Associate Principal. Parent Conference with 
Associate Principal. Alternative Consequences may 
include Home Suspension for defiance of authority, 
Intervention Center assignment, loss of off-campus 
privileges, loss of all extra-curricular/co-curricular 
activities, and/or loss of eligibility for 6 weeks. 

Tardy 12: Students lose athletic eligibility when they are at 12 
or more tardies. Tardies will not reset until the 
beginning of the next semester. 

It is possible for a student to accrue more than one 
consequence in a day. For example: if a student is tardy for 
the third and fourth time in one day the student may be 
assigned two lunch detentions. 
Loss of eligibility is the loss of extra-curricular/co-curricular 
activities including but not limited to band, athletics, 
cheerleading, club activities, and dances. Loss of eligibility is 
from the date of the last tardy the student received. 
Tardiness in excess of thirty (30) minutes is considered 
truant according to Education Code 48260, and will be 
treated as truant in accordance with Board Policy (B.P. 
5232). 
Tardy sweeps will be conducted randomly, throughout the 
school year. All students will be assigned a Saturday School if 
they are outside class without a pass or signed agenda during 
the sweep, regarless of the step of truancy. 
Tardiness may be reflected in the student’s citizenship grade. 
 

DAILY BULLETIN  

Sports events, activities and announcements important to all 
stakeholders are read each morning and will be posted daily 
on the MHS website. Items should be submitted no later than 
24 hours before they are requested to be read in the morning 
announcements.  Exceptions will require approval by the 
principal.  
 

SENIOR ACTIVITIES 
These activities are a privilege, not a right.  Seniors may be 
prohibited from participating in senior activities including the 
graduation ceremony.   
(1) Any senior who has incurred an obligation to the school, or 
has been declared ineligible for co-curricular activities due to 
truancy, excessive absences, home suspension, or substance 
offenses, may be denied the right to participate in any or all 
such activities.   
(2)Those seniors who fail to attend school at a 90% rate may 
be denied the privilege of participating in senor activities and 
the graduation ceremony. Communicate issues/concerns with 
the Child Welfare and Attendance Liaison in Office 107. 

 
ID and STUDENT BODY CARDS 

(1) Students are to wear ID Cards at all times during the school 
day, and while attending school activities, and/or riding on 
school provided transportation. 
(2) Failure to wear ID Cards may result in progressive discipline. 
Students who lose, destroy/deface, or have ID Cards stolen will 
be responsible to replace the ID Cards at the cost of $5.00 in 
the Student Body Office. 
(3) If your ID cards breaks, bring the pieces to the SBO and a 
new card will be provided at no charge with evidence of card 
breaking.  
(4) Associated Student Body Card is a different color than the 
regular student ID card. The purchase of an ASB student ID 
enables the student to attend home athletic contests free 
(except playoffs) and provides him/her with discounts on the 
yearbook, dances, and many student activities and store items. 
Revenue generated by the sale of ASB IDs is used to support 
the athletic and student activity program(s). 

 
MEDICATION 

Students needing to take prescribed or OTC medication during 
the school day are required to register their medication in the 
Health Office.  Trained school personnel will assist with the 
dispensing of such medication as necessary.  The following 
are required before such assistance is given 

(1) A written statement from the student’s physician 
detailing the method, amount, and time schedule 
for the taking of medication; 

(2) A written statement from the student’s 
parent/guardian requesting the school to assist the 
student in taking the prescribed medication (Ed. 
Code Sec. 49423), 

(3) Medication needs to be in its original bottle. 
Note: Students may NOT carry medication on campus 
EXCEPT Epi-Pen, Rescue Inhaler, and Glucagon (Ed. 
Code 48900) 

 
OBLIGATIONS 

Students who have incurred an obligation may have their off 
campus privileges revoked (11th and 12th grades), and may not 
be eligible to participate in co-curricular activities or the 
Graduation Ceremony. The student will be contacted and a 
letter will be mailed explaining the obligation and how it may be 
cleared. 
 

OFF CAMPUS LUNCH POLICY 
(1) Many eleventh and twelfth grade students have earned the 
privilege of an “off campus lunch”. However when a student 
makes inappropriate choices, this privilege will be taken away 
by the administration for a specified period of time. 
(2) An off –campus lunch will NOT be available to a student who 
has: 
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• a financial obligation, 
• a poor discipline history (fighting, substance abuse offense, 

vandalism, theft) 
•  insufficient credits  earned toward graduation (100 for 

juniors, 160 for seniors),  
• is a 4th step truant, 
• is 10th step tardy, 
• a GPA less than 2.0 and/or  
• a parents request in writing (negative consent form) that the 

student not be allowed to leave campus at lunch time 
 
The following incidents may result in loss of off campus 
privilege for six (6) weeks from the date of the conference: 
• unauthorized use of vehicle during the school day 
• running from school official 
• leaving campus without permission 
• use of another person’s ID, or allowing use of your 

identification card 
• failing to identify oneself or giving false information 
• reckless driving, unsafe driving, or speeding in parking lot 
• on Attendance Supervision 
 
Involvement in these incidents may result in loss of off campus 
privilege on the 2nd offense for six (6) weeks from the date of 
the conference. 
• Jaywalking 
• Causing a minor disturbance 
• Upbraiding merchants 
 

PROHIBITTED MATERIALS 
No student shall possess, place, keep, or maintain any article or 
material that is prohibited by law or District Policy in lockers, 
vehicles, desks, bags, or other items assigned to them or under 
their control while on District/school property or at a 
District/school sponsored event  

 
PARKING LOT/USE OF VEHICLES 

Students are to drive safely in the parking lots.  Reckless driving 
or excessive speeds may result in disciplinary action such as 
loss of off-campus privilege and assignment to the Intervention 
Center (IC). 

-Students may not park off campus  
-Students may not use cars during the school day, 8:10 
a.m. - 3:05 p.m. without a valid pass 
-Students may not park in designated faculty parking 
areas 
 

(1) Even though Merced High School has open campus at lunch 
for eligible juniors and seniors, students may not use vehicles, 
bicycles, in-line skates, or skateboards during that time, unless 
they have a valid outside pass.  
(2) Students with work experience or ROP, who have special 
authorization approved by their coordinators, must have a valid 
sticker allowing them to drive. These students may not transport 
other students during that time.  

• Students may not be picked up or dropped off in 
cars during lunch by anyone other than a parent. 
The parking lot is off limits to all students during the 
school day.  

• Students may not loiter in the parking lot.  
• Students may not drive their cars to and from East 

Campus for their classes for any reason during the 
school day.  

(3)The school is not responsible for theft of or damage to 
vehicles or bicycles parked at school. Secure vehicles, lock your 
bicycles and report any suspicious activity to school officials 

 
STREET CROSSING SAFETY 

The MHS administration expects that all students obey traffic 
laws both on and around campus by using identified crosswalks 
and crossing at the light when directed to do so.  Students who 
failure to follow traffic laws with regard to crossing streets in 

front of MHS can create a disruption and may be disciplined for 
disruption of campus activities or defiance. 
 

VISITORS/GUESTS 
(1) Students are NOT allowed to bring visitors onto campus 
during the school day, including lunch. All non-students are 
required to report to the Principal’s office to register.  
(2) Lunches, snacks, balloons, cakes, etc. may not be delivered 
to campus by anyone during the school day. This is for the 
protection of all students and staff. 
(3) Guest speakers and/or parents are required to report to the 
Principal’s office prior to visiting classrooms in order to register.  
(4) Parents needing to meet with their student or to request an 
outside pass should report to the Attendance Office (107).  
(5) Former students wishing to visit teachers must have prior 
authorization from that teacher prior to be allowed on campus.  
 

STUDENT ACTIVITIES 

 
An integral part of any school is its extra- and co-curricular 
activities. Considerable emphasis is placed on student 
activities in high school. That faculty and students are equally 
involved is exemplified by the variety of clubs and 
organizations in which both are participants. 
 
EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES are activities not 
associated with a grade level (i.e. seniors, juniors, etc.) and 
not held during school hours. Examples include after school 
dances, attending athletic contests, and entertainment events. 
When under suspension from school, a student shall not 
participate in or be present at any school-sponsored activities. 
The principal or designee may suspend a student from 
participation from extra-curricular activities. 
 
CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES are activities or events in 
which a student actually competes or formally represents the 
school in a defined manner, such as band review, athletics, 
drama productions, choir performances, project showing, etc. 
When under suspension from school, a student shall not 
participate in or be present at any school-sponsored activities. 
The principal or designee may suspend a student from 
participation from co-curricular activities.  
 
CONDUCT AT ALL SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 
“Character Counts” in Bear Country. Merced High School 
students are expected to dress and behave at school activities 
in ways that display the proper ideals of courtesy, ethical 
conduct and school spirit. The following policies will therefore 
be in effect for attendance at all school activities: 
• ALL SCHOOL RULES apply at all times for Merced High 

School students 
• Courtesy to visitors and officials must be shown at all times 
• The use of vulgar, profane language or obscene gestures 

will not be allowed 
• Only persons with approval from the director of 

activities/designee(s) will be allowed to perform at school 
activities 

• Only acceptable school attire will be allowed. The wearing 
of capes, masks, head gear or other bizarre costumes will 
not be allowed at indoor events. Painted faces are not 
allowed. 

NOTE:  Violation of these expectations may result in 
immediate removal from or denial of admittance to school 
activities. Other consequences may follow in accordance with 
school rules/policies.  
 
STUDENT ELIGIBILITY 
The high school co-curricular/extra-curricular activities and 
programs are important aspects of the total educational 
process. Consequently, with participation in activities being a 
privilege, students must be responsible for maintaining their 
eligibility.   
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Note: An ineligible student may practice but not travel or 
perform with the team/organization. 
(1) All students participating in school-sponsored co-
curricular/extra-curricular activities must maintain a 2.0 grade 
point average with no more than one failing grade, and 
have 11 or less tardies per semester. Semester grades will 
take precedent over second and fourth quarter grades in 
determining eligibility. 
(2) Students who become ineligible at the end of the second 
semester shall not participate in school-sponsored co-
curricular/extra-curricular activities during the first quarter of 
the following year. A student may attend summer school to 
raise his/her grade point average to 2.0. A student ineligible 
because of failing grades can become eligible by taking and 
passing a class comparable to the class failed. Prior approval 
for the class must be obtained. 
(3) Students participating in co-curricular/extra-curricular 
activities are expected to obey school and district rules or may 
be declared ineligible. 
(4) A student who commits any of the following serious 
offenses shall immediately become ineligible to represent the 
school in co-curricular/extra-curricular activities for a minimum 
of nine weeks.   
• Possess, use, sell, or be under the influence of any 

controlled substance as defined in the Health and Safety 
Code Section 11007, alcoholic beverage, or intoxicant of 
any kind. 

• Attempt to sell look-alike or in-lieu controlled substances, 
alcoholic beverage, or intoxicant as defined in Education 
Code 48900. 

• Other violations of school rules/policies/educational code 
may be grounds for ineligibility. 

 
ATTENDANCE AND ELIGIBILITY 
Attendance at school is vital to student success. Students are 
required to be in regular attendance on the day of any 
competition or event to ensure eligibility to participate.  
Note: A participant must be in regular attendance on the 
day of the activity or will be prohibited from participating 
in the activity. Medical appointments and/or prior 
administrative approval are the only excuses from this rule. 
Note: Students who are placed on attendance supervision are 
ineligible to participate in co-curricular/extra-curricular for nine 
(9) weeks from the date placed on attendance supervision. 
 
ATHLETICS 
Merced High School offers a comprehensive athletic program. 
The following sports are available: 
Boys:  Girls: 
Baseball     Basketball 
Basketball    Cross Country 
Cross Country   Golf 
Football    Soccer 
Golf     Softball 
Soccer    Swimming 
Swimming            Tennis 
Tennis    Track 
Track     Volleyball 
Volleyball    Water Polo 
Water Polo            Wrestling 
Wrestling     
 
Before a student may participate in any sport, he/she must 
receive a clearance at the ASB office which requires: Parent’s 
permission, academic eligibility, a physical examination, proof 
of insurance, residential eligibility, and cleared financial 
obligations. 
 
Pursuing Victory with Honor 
The CIF and CCC recognize the impact that high school 
athletics can play in society and is committed to the character-
building goals of the program and has adopted the principles 
of "Pursuing Victory with Honor".  Interscholastic athletic 

competition should demonstrate high standards of ethics and 
sportsmanship and promote the development of good 
character and other important life skills. The highest potential 
of sports is achieved when participants are committed to 
pursuing victory with honor according to six core principles: 
trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring, and 
good citizenship (the "Six Pillars of Character"). This Code 
applies to all student-athletes involved in interscholastic sports 
in California. 
 
Athletic Letters 
Athletic letters are awarded at the completion of the season of 
sport.  Letters are free to students who have purchased an 
activity sticker and have it affixed to their student body card.  A 
fee will be charged for letters to students who have not 
purchased an activity sticker.  Cost is dependent on level of 
competition  
 
Athletics Expectations  
All rules and regulations set forth by the California 
Interscholastic Federation and its subordinate bodies will be in 
force as minimum requirements. Athletes are not allowed to 
participate on an outside group or team during the high school 
season of sport, except as provided in CIF Sec. Rule 600. 
 
(1) Athletes that are “in season” must be: with their coach, in 
study hall, or off campus during 7th period. Athletes that are 
not “in season” must be with their 7th period PE instructor. Any 
deviation of this rule may result in removal from 7th period 
athletics and may adversely affect the student’s grade.  ALL 
STUDENT ATHLETES MUST BE IN THEIR ASSIGNED 
LOCATION WHEN THE BELL RINGS. 
(2) If an athlete tries out for a sport and finds that he/she does 
not have the ability or just does not like the sport and wishes 
to change to another sport, he/she must get permission to be 
released by the coach of the first sport before he/she can take 
part in another sport during that particular season. Once an 
athlete has made the change, he/she is not allowed to go back 
to the sport from which he/she transferred. 
(3) Students are responsible for all equipment and clothing 
issued to them. Equipment must be returned at the end of the 
season or the student will be charged for replacement cost. 
Students are not eligible to compete or practice unless 
obligations are paid. 
 

DANCE RULES 
• ALL SCHOOL RULES apply at all times for Merced High 

School students 
• Each student must have both a dance ticket and a student 

identification card in order to gain admittance to school 
dances. 

• Tickets must be purchased PRIOR to the dance.  No 
tickets will be sold at the door. 

• All guests must be accompanied by their host, have a 
ticket, guest pass and a photo ID to be admitted in the 
dance.  

• Guest passes must be obtained from the Student Body 
Office (101) prior to purchasing a ticket. Guest Passes 
must be completed and submitted to the SBO 1 week prior 
to the event. Note: Only Merced Union High School 
(MUHSD) students will be allowed to attend MHS 
dances. No guests will be approved/allowed from other 
school districts or out-of-school. 

• No backpacks or duffle bags are allowed.  Purses are also 
discouraged due to them being left/stolen. All items are 
subject to screening. 

• Students must remain inside the dance until such time as 
they are ready to depart. Students who depart early will not 
be re-admitted. 

• No lewd or sexually suggestive dancing will be 
allowed and will result in the student being removed 
from the dance and parent notified. 
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• Anyone in possession of, under the influence of, or 
attends having consumed alcohol or drugs will be 
removed from the dance and subject to suspension 
and possible expulsion from the school.  Parent will be 
notified. 

 
BEHAVIOR GUIDELINES  

 
STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES 

Students are responsible for regular attendance, being in class 
on time and ready to work, a conscientious effort in classroom 
work and adherence to school and posted classroom rules and 
regulations (Education Code 48921).  Students share with the 
administration and faculty a responsibility to develop a climate 
within the school that is conducive to wholesome learning. No 
student has the right to disrupt the education of fellow 
students. 
 
Student responsibilities include, but are not limited to, 
• Respecting and taking pride in yourself and your school  
• Setting meaningful goals and develop a plan to fulfill your 

goals. 
• Being sensitive to the needs, interests and wellbeing of 

others. We are all different people, however, we share 
common needs, interests and concerns 

• Protecting and taking care of school property or the property 
belonging to others. Reporting unsafe conditions or damage 
to school officials 

• Taking time to review and become familiar with school rules 
and policies 

• Serving consequences such as detentions, work detail or 
ISS as assigned 

• Discussing concerns with your teacher, counselor or 
administrator. Reporting to class on time with books and 
materials needed for the lesson 

• Actively participating in classroom activities and/or 
discussions to maximize your academic potential and that of 
others 

 
DISCIPLINE 

MHS has a Three Level Discipline System: 
Level 1 – classroom problems with behavior that are 
handled by the teacher 
Level 2 – repeated behaviors that may require 
assignments to detention or a period in the Intervention 
Center 
Level 3 – referrals to the Associate Principal  

 
Level 2 consequences for irresponsible behavior may 
include: 

• Detention 30 minutes before school, at lunch or after 
school in the Intervention Center (IC) 

• Assignment for a period to the Intervention Center (IC) 
• Other as determined by the teacher or Associate 

Principal 
 
Level 3 consequences result in a referral to the Associate 
Principal 
When a student receives a pass from the Associate Principal 
in his/her class or when the teacher sends a student to the 
Associate Principal, the student is expected to come directly to 
the Associate Principal’s office (107) and remain until he/she 
has been seen by the Associate Principal or until the secretary 
gives the student a pass back to class. 
 
DISCIPLINARY CONSEQUENCES MAY INCLUDE: 
Intervention Center (IC)    8:10 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
(1) IC is intended to provide pupils and parents an alternative 
to out-of-school suspension. Although students are removed 
from regular classes, IC is designed to provide productive 
study time. A student assigned to IC by an administrator must 
serve the full number of days assigned. Students removed 

from IC for behavior issues will be home suspended the 
remainder of their assigned time.  
(2) Work completed in IC will be accepted by the regular 
teacher without penalty to the students upon return to classes. 
Students failing to do the work provided and/or not returning it 
to the teacher will not be allowed further make-up time. 
Students are expected to have the necessary materials 
(books, pencils, paper) with them when they report to IC. 

 
MHS SATURDAY ACADEMY TUTORIAL 

10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Saturday Academy is intended to provide pupils and parents 
another alternative for disciplinary action. Failure to serve the 
assigned date may result in the student being assigned a day 
of IC.  Saturday Academy may be offered in lieu of suspension 
for one or more of the following reasons: 
1. Failure to serve detention for previous infractions 
2. Unexcused absences, tardies, or truancy 
3. Make-up of 90% attendance policy 
4. Other infractions covered under Ed. Code Sec. 48900 
 

Behavioral Requirements 
(1) ALL SCHOOL RULES apply at all times for Merced High 
School students 
(2) Misbehavior of any type while in IC or Saturday Academy 
may result in the student being removed and sent home. This 
would be considered a home suspension for that date and the 
student would be required to serve an additional day of IC 
upon return to school. Students who are assigned to IC and 
are on campus, but do not report to the IC classroom may be 
suspended for an additional three (3) days for defiance. 
(3) Failure to report to Saturday school will result in 
assignment for a day of IC. 
(4) Any student who arrives late or does not have study 
materials may be sent home and assigned a day of IC. 
(5) Students assigned to IC or Saturday Academy may be 
expected to complete learning packets or curriculum 
assignments developed for that purpose.  
(6) Students who are ill and cannot serve the assigned date(s) 
need to have their parent contact the school by phone on the 
date of the illness. IC or Saturday Academy will resume as 
assigned upon the date the student returns to school. A note 
from the parent, verifying the illness, will be required to 
excuse the absence. 
 
Students Who Fail To Serve Detention 
Students who fail to serve an assigned detention will be 
assigned another consequence or a day of IC by the 
Associate Principal. 

Cell Phones and other Electronic  
See E-Discipline 
 
Classroom Disruption 
Students who are a continuous disruption in a classroom may 
be subject to being dropped from that class with an “F” grade 
for the semester. Students who are dropped from more than 
one class for disciplinary reasons may be referred to an Alt. 
Educational Program. 

Lockers are school property on loan to students.  No student 
shall possess, place, keep, or maintain any article or material 
that is prohibited by law or District Policy in lockers, vehicles, 
desks, bags, or other items assigned to them or under their 
control while on District property or at a District sponsored 
event. 
 
Unauthorized Articles 
• Laser pointers, external speakers, dice, video-game 

devices, implements of graffiti including, but not limited to 
marking pens, spray paint, paint tips, paint pens, etc., and 
water toys including but not limited to squirt guns and 
water balloons, and any other items of no educational 
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purpose are not permitted on campus during the school 
day.    

• Violators will be subject to having these items confiscated 
and disciplinary consequences assigned.  Confiscated 
items will not be available until 3:10 pm. 
 

PE Non-Dress Policy 
• Five non-dress of the semester: Student is referred to 

the Associate Principal; Associate Principal counsels 
student and a copy of the referral is sent home. Associate 
Principal may assign work detail, detention, or IC 

• Sixth non-dress of the semester: The student is sent to 
the Associate Principal with a written referral and may be 
drop-failed for that semester. If the student is being 
dropped, they will be referred to their counselor for the 
drop and class change.   

 

School Phone Numbers 
 
Atwater High School:  325 - 1200 
Buhach Colony High School:  325 - 1400 
El Capitan High School:   384 - 5500 
Golden Valley High School:   325 - 1800 
Independence High School:  325 - 1601 
Livingston High School:   398 - 3200 
Merced High School:   325 - 1000 
Sequoia High School:   325 - 1700 
Yosemite High School:   325 - 1600 
 
 

Merced High Phone Numbers 
Merced High School 

Main Line:  325-1000 
Counseling: 325-1024/1025 
Attendance: 325-1018/1020 
Library:    325-1049 
Student Body 
Office:  325-1063 

 
Please visit our website for the full list of contacts 

 

District Phone Numbers 
 
Superintendent:  325-2020 
Business Office:  325-2030 
Child Welfare & Attendance Office:  325-2111 
Educational Services:  325-2050 
Human Resources:  325-2010 
Maintenance:  325-2300 
Nutritional Services:  325-2210 
Transportation:  325-2350 
 
 

School Safety “Tip” Lines 
You can leave an anonymous tip 
regarding any safety concern at: 

 
Atwater High School: 357-6072 
Buhach Colony High School:  325-1447 
El Capitan High School:  325-5545 
Golden Valley High School:  325-1847 
Independence High School:  325-1694 
Livingston High School:  398-3247 
Merced High School:  325-1047 
Sequoia High School:  325-1647 
Yosemite High School:  325-1647  
 
 


	 Make choices that support healthy lifestyle
	Merced Union High School District-wide Policies
	Behavior Guidelines and Discipline
	General School Rules
	Definitions
	Notice of Regulations
	Dress Policy
	Philosophy

	Clothing, jewelry and other accessories:
	Headwear
	Note: The final determination of what constitutes appropriate dress shall be made by the school administration. All borderline cases will be considered a violation.

	Grounds for Suspension and Expulsion
	OFF CAMPUS LUNCH POLICY
	(3)The school is not responsible for theft of or damage to vehicles or bicycles parked at school. Secure vehicles, lock your bicycles and report any suspicious activity to school officials

	ATHLETICS
	Unauthorized Articles
	PE Non-Dress Policy


